






Sandra Bland was a 28-year-old black woman who was found 
hanged in a jail cell in Waller County, Texas, on July 13, 2015. Her 
death was classified as a suicide by the county coroner and was followed by 
protests against her arrest disputing the cause of death and alleging racial 
violence against her.

Bland had been pulled over for a minor traffic violation on July 10 by state 
trooper Brian Encinia. He arrested her following an escalating conflict dur-
ing which he alleged that she had assaulted him and which was recorded by 
his dashcam and by a bystander's cell phone. After authorities reviewed the 
dashcam footage, Encinia was placed on administrative leave for failing to 
follow proper traffic stop procedures.

On July 16, Texas authorities and the Federal Bureau of Investigation's 
Houston Division announced that they had begun a joint investigation into 
Bland's death. A motion-activated camera outside her cell recorded no 
movement in the hallway for 90 minutes before jailers found her dead. An 
autopsy conducted by the Harris County medical examiner ruled Bland's 
death a suicide and said it found no evidence of a violent struggle. The 
results from a second independent autopsy requested by her family have 
not been released.

In December 2015, a grand jury declined to issue an indictment in connec-
tion to Bland's death. A wrongful death lawsuit is pending. In January 2016, 
the grand jury indicted Encinia for perjury. The Texas Department of Public 
Safety dismissed Encinia as a result of his indictment.

Sandra Annette Bland (February 7, 1987 – July 13, 2015) was from Naperville, 
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, and was one of five sisters. She attended 
Willowbrook High School in Villa Park, Illinois, then Prairie View A&M 
University outside Hempstead in Waller County, Texas, where she was a 
member of the Sigma Gamma Rho sorority. She graduated in 2009 with a 
degree in agriculture. At Prairie View, she was recruited as a summer coun-
selor for three years, played in a band, and volunteered for a senior citizens 
advocacy group.

Bland returned to Illinois in 2009. She worked in administration for Cook's, 
a food-service equipment supplier, a job she left not long before her death. 
She had been due to start a temporary job on August 3, 2015, with Prairie 
View as a summer program associate.

In January 2015, Bland began posting videos about many subjects, includ-
ing police brutality against blacks. In one post she wrote, "In the news that 
we've seen as of late, you could stand there, surrender to the cops, and still 
be killed."She has been described as a civil rights activist in Chicago, and 
a part of the Black Lives Matter campaign. Bland had at least ten previous 
encounters with police in Illinois and Texas, and owed $7,579 in fines.

Brian Encinia
Brian Encinia was 30 years old at the time of the incident, and is listed 
in Texas voter records as Hispanic.[11] He graduated from Texas A&M 
University in 2008 with a degree in agricultural leadership and develop-
ment. From 2008 to 2014, he held a position with Blue Bell Creameries as 
an ingredient-processing supervisor. Prior to his employment as a state 
trooper in 2014, he served as a volunteer firefighter with the Brenham fire 
department for four years.

Traffic Stop
Encinia stopped Bland on the afternoon of July 10, 2015, on University 
DriveVin Prairie View, Texas, for failure to signal a lane change. In a series 
of events recorded by his dashcam, Encinia spoke to Bland, the interaction 
became heated, and he removed her from her car. After they moved out of 
frame, he placed her on the ground and arrested her.

Bland's Arrest
In response to controversy over Bland's arrest and death, on July 21 the 
Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) released dashcam footage of the 

arrest. Parts of the video appeared to be edited, with images of cars and peo-
ple appearing or vanishing on the road, while the audio of Encinia's voice 
proceeded without interruption. A DPS spokesperson said that irregulari-
ties in the video resulted from technical issues that occurred when the 
video was posted. DPS then took down the problem video and replaced it 
with another version.

The footage shows that Encinia initially wrote a routine traffic violation 
warning for Bland. After he returns to her car and speaks briefly to her again, 
he asks her to put out her cigarette. She responds, "Why do I have to put 
out a cigarette when I'm in my own car?" Encinia orders her to "get out of 
the car", and, when she repeatedly refuses to exit, he tells her she is under 
arrest. Bland repeatedly asks why she is under arrest, and Encinia responds, 

"I am giving you a lawful order." She refuses to leave her car, stating she is 
not under arrest as she is unaware of the reason and not obliged to. Encinia 
then opens her car door and tells her more than a dozen times to get out of 
the car before he tries to pull her out. After struggling, he draws his Taser 
and points it at Bland, shouting "I will light you up! Get out! Now!", at which 
point she exits her vehicle.

Once Bland is out of her car, the officer orders her to put down her cell 
phone and tells her she is going to jail. In response, Bland asks why. In the 
video, both Bland and the officer move to the passenger side of the vehicle 
and are no longer visible, while they continue to argue heatedly. Bland can 
be heard crying and screaming.

Eyewitness Accounts
In a video recorded by a bystander, Bland is lying on the ground with 
Encinia and a female police officer above her. Bland says that she can-
not hear, and states that the officer has slammed her head into the 
ground. In the video, Encinia orders the bystander to leave the area. 
Another witness and friend of Bland's told local news that after 
the police officer forced Bland from her car, he "tossed her to the 
ground, knee to the neck."

Arrest
DPS stated that Bland was arrested because she kicked Encinia. She was 
charged with assaulting a public servant. DPS said that she "became argu-
mentative and uncooperative" during the arrest. Officers took her to the 
Waller County Jail and placed her in a cell alone, because they said they 
deemed her a high risk to others.

After her arrest, Bland told her sister that the arresting officer had pushed 
his knees into her back, and that she feared her arm was broken. A Houston 
television station states it obtained a voice message left by Bland after her 
arrest in which she asked, "How did switching lanes with no signal turn into 
all of this?"

Incarceration and Death
Bland's bail was set at $5,000. According to a statement from the jail offi-
cials, she had been given multiple opportunities to find someone who could 
post bond including a man she was staying with in Texas who "ignored her 
calls." Her bondsman also made several attempts to secure bail. Her family 
later stated they were attempting to secure the 10 percent ($500) needed to 
secure her release.

On July 28, authorities released several hours of video showing Bland at var-
ious times during her jail stay, including arriving at the jail, having her mug 
shot taken, and making phone calls (see § Waller County Jail videos). They 
said the footage was being released to dispel rumors and conspiracy theo-
ries, including that she was dead before she arrived at the jail and that her 
mug shot was taken after her death. At a news conference, Waller County 
Judge Trey Duhon said that such rumors have resulted in death threats 
against county officials. "Because of some of the things that's gone out on 
social media, this county has been literally attacked," Duhon said, adding 
that the FBI is investigating the most serious threats.
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